Chronic hepatic cytolysis revealing a pheochromocytoma.
We report here the first case of chronic cytolysis that led to the diagnosis of pheochromocytoma, in a 48-year-old woman with a recent onset of hypertension. The etiological research ruled out the common causes of raised transaminase levels, and led to the discovery of a left adrenal pheochromocytoma. The sustained normalization of liver function tests after the removal of the tumour strongly suggests that hepatocyte injury was due to catecholamine hyperproduction. The present original clinical case, linking pheochromocytoma and liver dysfunction, raises important mechanistic questions concerning the relationship between catecholamines and liver function. It may also have clinical implications. Indeed, pheochromocytoma should be considered as a possible cause in case of unexplained transaminase increase associated with the recent onset of hypertension.